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say that she is gone to Ireland to her aunt, a thing that had
been in contemplation. Do not take from us the power to
exercise our own discretion. You shall Rear again to-morrow.

What I have most of all in horror is the public papers, and
I thank you for your caution, as it may act on this.

We have so conducted ourselves that not one person in
our home has the smallest apprehension of the truth. Our
feelings are less tumultuous than deep. God only knows what
they may become.

Charles Clairmont was not informed at all of
Fanny's death ; a letter from him a year^ later
contains a message to her. Mrs. Godwin busied
herself with putting the blame on Shelley. Four
years later she informed Mrs. Gisborne that the
three girls had been simultaneously in love with
Shelley, and that Fanny's death was due to jealousy
of Mary! This -shows that the Shelleys' instinct
did not much mislead them when they held Mary's
stepmother responsible for the authorship and
diffusion of many of those slanders which for years
were to affect their happiness and peace. Any
reader of Fanny's letters can judge how far Mrs.
Godwin's allegation is borne out by actual facts;
and to any one knowing aught of women and
women's lives these letters afford clue enough to
the situation and the story, and further explana-
tion is superfluous. Fanny was fond of Shelley,
fond enough even to forgive him for the trouble
he had brought on their home, but her part was
throughout that of a long-suffering sister, one,
too, to whose lot it always fell to say all the